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When eighteenth-century American men described "with a swelling of the heart" their friendships with other
men, addressing them as "lovely boy" and "dearly beloved," celebrating the "ardent affection" that knit their
hearts in "indissoluble bonds of fraternal love," their families, neighbors, and acquaintances would have been
neither surprised nor disturbed.

Richard Godbeer’s groundbreaking new book examines loving and sentimental friendships among men in
the colonial and revolutionary periods. Inspired in part by the eighteenth-century culture of sensibility and in
part by religious models, these relationships were not only important to the personal happiness of those
involved but also had broader social, religious, and political significance.

Godbeer shows that in the aftermath of Independence, patriots drafted a central place for male friendship in
their social and political blueprint for the new republic. American revolutionaries stressed the importance of
the family in the era of self-government, reimagining it in ways appropriate to a new and democratized era.
They thus shifted attention away from patriarchal authority to a more egalitarian model of brotherly
collaboration. In striving to explore the inner emotional lives of early Americans, Godbeer succeeds in
presenting an entirely fresh perspective on the personal relationships and political structures of the period.

Scholars have long recognized the importance of same-sex friendships among women, but this is the first
book to examine the broad significance ascribed to loving friendships among men during this formative
period of American history. Using an array of personal and public writings, The Overflowing of Friendship
will transform our understanding of early American manhood as well as challenge us to reconsider the ways
we think about gender in this period.
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From reader reviews:

Eloisa Hurd:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV,
or even playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read any book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day
every day to reading a book. The book The Overflowing of Friendship: Love between Men and the Creation
of the American Republic it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book.
These people were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space bringing this book you
can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is
not to fund but this book features high quality.

Lou Marshall:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this The Overflowing of Friendship: Love
between Men and the Creation of the American Republic reserve written by well-known writer we are
excited for well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written in good
manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then
you still skepticism The Overflowing of Friendship: Love between Men and the Creation of the American
Republic as good book but not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one reserve that can
break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh
come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Jacob Lehr:

You will get this The Overflowing of Friendship: Love between Men and the Creation of the American
Republic by check out the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve trouble
if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only through written or
printed and also can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just
looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get
more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge
are still revise. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Kathleen Dominguez:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in addition
native or citizen need book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we know those guides
have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. Through the
book The Overflowing of Friendship: Love between Men and the Creation of the American Republic we can
consider more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative person must choose to read a



book. Just choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life by this
book The Overflowing of Friendship: Love between Men and the Creation of the American Republic. You
can more appealing than now.
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