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Virtual War and Magical Death is a provocative examination of the relations between anthropology and
contemporary global war. Several arguments unite the collected essays, which are based on ethnographic
research in varied locations, including Guatemala, Uganda, and Tanzania, as well as Afghanistan, Pakistan,
Iraq, and the United States. Foremost is the contention that modern high-tech warfare—as it is practiced and
represented by the military, the media, and civilians—is analogous to rituals of magic and sorcery.
Technologies of "virtual warfare," such as high-altitude bombing, remote drone attacks, night-vision
goggles, and even music videoes and computer games that simulate battle, reproduce the imaginative worlds
and subjective experiences of witchcraft, magic, and assault sorcery long studied by cultural anthropologists.

Another significant focus of the collection is the U.S. military's exploitation of ethnographic research,
particularly through its controversial Human Terrain Systems (HTS) Program, which embeds anthropologists
as cultural experts in military units. Several pieces address the ethical dilemmas that HTS and other
counterinsurgency projects pose for anthropologists. Other essays reveal the relatively small scale of those
programs in relation to the military's broader use of, and ambitions for, social scientific data.

Contributors. Robertson Allen, Brian Ferguson, Sverker Finnström, Roberto J. González, David H. Price,
Antonius Robben, Victoria Sanford, Jeffrey Sluka, Koen Stroeken, Matthew Sumera, Neil L. Whitehead
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From reader reviews:

Dora Champagne:

The book Virtual War and Magical Death: Technologies and Imaginaries for Terror and Killing (The
Cultures and Practice of Violence) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your
capable more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem
together with your subject. If you can make studying a book Virtual War and Magical Death: Technologies
and Imaginaries for Terror and Killing (The Cultures and Practice of Violence) for being your habit, you can
get much more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all
subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like wide open and read a guide Virtual War and Magical
Death: Technologies and Imaginaries for Terror and Killing (The Cultures and Practice of Violence). Kinds
of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this
guide?

Clarence Bowen:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own reader with
their story or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write
about the data about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them is
this Virtual War and Magical Death: Technologies and Imaginaries for Terror and Killing (The Cultures and
Practice of Violence).

Irene Howe:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying Virtual War and Magical Death:
Technologies and Imaginaries for Terror and Killing (The Cultures and Practice of Violence) that give your
enjoyment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said
as the way for people to know world far better then how they react towards the world. It can't be mentioned
constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to end up
being success person. So , for every you who want to start reading through as your good habit, it is possible
to pick Virtual War and Magical Death: Technologies and Imaginaries for Terror and Killing (The Cultures
and Practice of Violence) become your personal starter.

Carole Houston:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with family or



just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Virtual War and
Magical Death: Technologies and Imaginaries for Terror and Killing (The Cultures and Practice of Violence)
which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.
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