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Phonographies explores the numerous links and relays between twentieth-century black cultural production
and sound technologies from the phonograph to the Walkman. Highlighting how black authors, filmmakers,
and musicians have actively engaged with recorded sound in their work, Alexander G. Weheliye contends
that the interplay between sound technologies and black music and speech enabled the emergence of modern
black culture, of what he terms “sonic Afro-modernity.” He shows that by separating music and speech from
their human sources, sound-recording technologies beginning with the phonograph generated new modes of
thinking, being, and becoming. Black artists used these new possibilities to revamp key notions of
modernity—among these, ideas of subjectivity, temporality, and community. Phonographies is a powerful
argument that sound technologies are integral to black culture, which is, in turn, fundamental to Western
modernity.

Weheliye surveys literature, film, and music to focus on engagements with recorded sound. He offers
substantial new readings of canonical texts by W. E. B. Du Bois and Ralph Ellison, establishing dialogues
between these writers and popular music and film ranging from Louis Armstrong’s voice to DJ mixing
techniques to Darnell Martin’s 1994 movie I Like It Like That. Looking at how questions of diasporic
belonging are articulated in contemporary black musical practices, Weheliye analyzes three contemporary
Afro-diasporic musical acts: the Haitian and African American rap group the Fugees, the Afro- and Italian-
German rap collective Advanced Chemistry, and black British artist Tricky and his partner Martina.
Phonographies imagines the African diaspora as a virtual sounding space, one that is marked, in the
twentieth century and twenty-first, by the circulation of culture via technological reproductions—records and
tapes, dubbing and mixing, and more.
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From reader reviews:

Wanda Matthews:

This Phonographies: Grooves in Sonic Afro-Modernity book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it
then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book will be information inside this
reserve incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will
get. This Phonographies: Grooves in Sonic Afro-Modernity without we comprehend teach the one who
examining it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't become worry Phonographies: Grooves in
Sonic Afro-Modernity can bring if you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn out to be full
because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Phonographies: Grooves in Sonic
Afro-Modernity having great arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not sense uninterested in
reading.

Delores Breedlove:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Phonographies: Grooves in Sonic Afro-
Modernity, you can enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang
type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its identified as
reading friends.

Leonie Blazek:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need more
time to be go through. Phonographies: Grooves in Sonic Afro-Modernity can be your answer mainly because
it can be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.

Tammie Turman:

A lot of guide has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is known as of
book Phonographies: Grooves in Sonic Afro-Modernity. You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving
the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most significant
that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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