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This book is O'Rourke s first volume of nonfiction since his 1972 The Harrisburg 7 and the New Catholic
Left, which Garry Wills hailed as "a clinical x-ray of our society's condition." That book prompted Herbert
Mitgang to name O'Rourke "one of the finest writers of his generation." Signs of the Literary Times provides
new evidence for that assessment. It brings together O Rourke s unique mixture of literary, political, and
cultural criticism published periodically during the last twenty-two years. The collection ranges from
autobiographical essays describing his generation s literary evolution, to articles on free speech issues, such
as nude dancing and the Bush-era NEA controversies, as well as book reviews that provide a fresh and
largely uncharted critical map of the period. O Rourke is not only interested in genre bending and expansion,
but in persevering during this age of academic specialization as, in his phrase, a person of letters.
In the two decades between his first work of nonfiction and this volume, O Rourke has published three
highly acclaimed novels, The Meekness of Isaac (1974), Idle Hands (1981), and Criminal Tendencies
(1987). Of the last, The Virginia Quarterly Review wrote, Of all the novelists paraded in recent years by
publishers as natural successors to Graham Greene, this one comes the closest. A thoroughly entertaining
literary event.
Signs of the Literary Times is not so much a compendium of diverse pieces on various subjects, as it is a
cogent and continuing x-ray of our society's condition."
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Croll:

This Signs of the Literary Times: Essays, Reviews, Profiles 1970-1992 (Suny Series, the Margins of
Literature) book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have
by reading this book will be information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting
deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This specific Signs of the Literary Times: Essays, Reviews,
Profiles 1970-1992 (Suny Series, the Margins of Literature) without we comprehend teach the one who
examining it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Signs of the Literary
Times: Essays, Reviews, Profiles 1970-1992 (Suny Series, the Margins of Literature) can bring when you are
and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop
even cellphone. This Signs of the Literary Times: Essays, Reviews, Profiles 1970-1992 (Suny Series, the
Margins of Literature) having very good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not really feel
uninterested in reading.

Emily Carey:

This book untitled Signs of the Literary Times: Essays, Reviews, Profiles 1970-1992 (Suny Series, the
Margins of Literature) to be one of several books which best seller in this year, here is because when you
read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book
shop or you can order it by means of online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
more easily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to
you personally to past this book from your list.

Luke Palmieri:

The publication untitled Signs of the Literary Times: Essays, Reviews, Profiles 1970-1992 (Suny Series, the
Margins of Literature) is the book that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the reserve
content that will be shown to a person. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing
something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of exploration when write the book, and so the
information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Signs of the
Literary Times: Essays, Reviews, Profiles 1970-1992 (Suny Series, the Margins of Literature) from the
publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Dennis Taylor:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Signs of the Literary Times: Essays,
Reviews, Profiles 1970-1992 (Suny Series, the Margins of Literature) can be the reply, oh how comes? A
fresh book you know. You are so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand new era is
common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?
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