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The intellectual history of race, one of the most pernicious and enduring ideas in American history, has
remained segregated into studies of black or white traditions. Bruce Dain breaks this separatist pattern with
an integrated account of the emergence of modern racial consciousness in the United States from the
Revolution to the Civil War. A Hideous Monster of the Mind reveals that ideas on race crossed racial
boundaries in a process that produced not only well-known theories of biological racism but also
countertheories that were early expressions of cultural relativism, cultural pluralism, and latter-day
Afrocentrism.

From 1800 to 1830 in particular, race took on a new reality as Americans, black and white, reacted to
postrevolutionary disillusionment, the events of the Haitian Revolution, the rise of cotton culture, and the
entrenchment of slavery. Dain examines not only major white figures like Thomas Jefferson and Samuel
Stanhope Smith, but also the first self-consciously "black" African-American writers. These various thinkers
transformed late-eighteenth-century European environmentalist "natural history" into race theories that
combined culture and biology and set the terms for later controversies over slavery and abolition. In those
debates, the ethnology of Samuel George Morton and Josiah Nott intertwined conceptually with important
writing by black authors who have been largely forgotten, like Hosea Easton and James McCune Smith.
Scientific racism and the idea of races as cultural constructions were thus interrelated aspects of the same
effort to explain human differences.

In retrieving neglected African-American thinkers, reestablishing the European intellectual background to
American racial theory, and demonstrating the deep confusion "race" caused for thinkers black and white, A
Hideous Monster of the Mind offers an engaging and enlightening new perspective on modern American
racial thought.
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From reader reviews:

Katherine Sorenson:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all know
that that book is very important usually. The book A Hideous Monster of the Mind: American Race Theory
in the Early Republic seemed to be making you to know about other understanding and of course you can
take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The guide A Hideous Monster of the
Mind: American Race Theory in the Early Republic is not only giving you far more new information but also
for being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your reserve. Try to make
relationship with the book A Hideous Monster of the Mind: American Race Theory in the Early Republic.
You never truly feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Esther Watson:

This book untitled A Hideous Monster of the Mind: American Race Theory in the Early Republic to be one
of several books which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of
benefit in it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book store or you can order it by way of
online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can
read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this e-book from your list.

Jeremy Bryant:

The e-book untitled A Hideous Monster of the Mind: American Race Theory in the Early Republic is the
publication that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be
shown to you actually. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is
easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, and so the information that
they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of A Hideous Monster
of the Mind: American Race Theory in the Early Republic from the publisher to make you more enjoy free
time.

Wendell Radford:

You can obtain this A Hideous Monster of the Mind: American Race Theory in the Early Republic by go to
the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve problem if you get
difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by means of written or printed but
also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your local
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more
information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are
still change. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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