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Published on the occasion of the expo's 75th anniversary, Into the Void Pacific is the first architectural
history of the 1939 San Francisco World’s Fair. While fairs of the 1930's turned to the future as a foil to the
Great Depression, the Golden Gate International Exposition conjured up geographical conceits to explore the
nature of the city's place in what organizers called "Pacific Civilization." Andrew Shanken adopts D.H.
Lawrence’s suggestive description of California as a way of thinking about the architecture of the Golden
Gate International Exposition, using the phrase “void Pacific” to suggest the isolation and novelty of
California and its habit of looking West rather than back over its shoulder to the institutions of the East Coast
and Europe. The fair proposed this vision of the Pacific as an antidote to the troubled Atlantic world, then
descending into chaos for the second time in a generation. Architects took up the theme and projected the
regionalist sensibilities of Northern California onto Asian and Latin American architecture. Their eclectic,
referential buildings drew widely on the cultural traditions of ancient Cambodia, China, and Mexico, as well
as the International Style, Art Deco, and the Bay Region Tradition. The book explores how buildings
supported the cultural and political work of the fair and fashioned a second, parallel world in a moment of
economic depression and international turmoil. Yet it is also a tale of architectural compromise, contingency,
and symbolism gone awry. With chapters organized around the creation of Treasure Island and the key areas
and pavilions of the fair, this study takes a cut through the work of William Wurster, Bernard Maybeck,
Timothy Pflueger, and Arthur Brown, Jr., among others. Shanken also looks closely at buildings as
buildings, analyzing them in light of local circumstances, regionalist sensibilities, and national and
international movements at that crucial moment when modernism and the Beaux-Arts intersected
dynamically.
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From reader reviews:

Cameron Keller:

The knowledge that you get from Into the Void Pacific: Building the 1939 San Francisco World's Fair may
be the more deep you looking the information that hide inside the words the more you get thinking about
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Into the Void Pacific: Building the 1939
San Francisco World's Fair giving you buzz feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in certain
way that can be understood simply by anyone who read that because the author of this publication is well-
known enough. This book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to
understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having
this particular Into the Void Pacific: Building the 1939 San Francisco World's Fair instantly.

Jose Bell:

Often the book Into the Void Pacific: Building the 1939 San Francisco World's Fair will bring someone to
the new experience of reading a book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. If you try to find
new book to read, this book very appropriate to you. The book Into the Void Pacific: Building the 1939 San
Francisco World's Fair is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book through the
official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Patricia Watts:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to
beach, or picnic inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to
something different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your
cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If
you want to test look for book, may be the e-book untitled Into the Void Pacific: Building the 1939 San
Francisco World's Fair can be very good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Paul Moore:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get lots of stress
from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are there when the
spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one, reading
publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is
actually Into the Void Pacific: Building the 1939 San Francisco World's Fair.
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