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Whampoa Military Academy was China's first modern military institution. For decades the "Spirit of
Whampoa" was invoked as the highest praise to all Chinese soldiers who guarded their nation heroically. But
of all the battles these soldiers have fought, the most challenging one was the civil war that resulted in the
"great divide" of China in the mid-twentieth century. In 1949 the Communists exiled a million soldiers and
their families to compounds in Taiwan and cut off communication with mainland China for forty years.

The Last of the Whampoa Breed tells the stories of the exiles written by their descendants, many of whom
have become Taiwan's most important authors. The book is an important addition to the vastly
underrepresented literature of Taiwan in translation and sheds light on the complex relationship between
Taiwan and the People's Republic of China. Western readers will not at first recognize the experiences of
these soldiers who were severed from a traditional past only to face unfulfilled promises and uncertain
futures. Many of the exiles were doomed to live and die homeless and loveless. Yet these life stories reveal a
magnanimous, natural dignity that has transcended prolonged mental suffering. "I Wanted to Go to War"
describes the sadly ineffectual, even comic attempts to "recapture the mainland." The old soldier in "Tale of
Two Strangers" asks to have his ashes scattered over both the land of his dreams and the island that has
sheltered him for forty years.

Some of the stories recount efforts to make peace with life in Taiwan, as in "Valley of Hesitation," and the
second generation's struggles to find a place in the native island society as in "The Vanishing Ball" and "In
Remembrance of My Buddies from the Military Compound." Narrating the homeland remembered and the
homeland in reality, the stories in this book affirm that "we shall not let history be burned to mere ashes."
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From reader reviews:

Jean Parks:

With other case, little people like to read book The Last of the Whampoa Breed: Stories of the Chinese
Diaspora (Modern Chinese Literature from Taiwan). You can choose the best book if you love reading a
book. So long as we know about how is important a new book The Last of the Whampoa Breed: Stories of
the Chinese Diaspora (Modern Chinese Literature from Taiwan). You can add know-how and of course you
can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can learn everything!
From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple point until
wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or maybe searching by
internet product. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's
learn.

Lisa King:

The book The Last of the Whampoa Breed: Stories of the Chinese Diaspora (Modern Chinese Literature
from Taiwan) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable a
lot more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem together
with your subject. If you can make examining a book The Last of the Whampoa Breed: Stories of the
Chinese Diaspora (Modern Chinese Literature from Taiwan) to become your habit, you can get far more
advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You
may know everything if you like start and read a publication The Last of the Whampoa Breed: Stories of the
Chinese Diaspora (Modern Chinese Literature from Taiwan). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Vanessa Gibson:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline The Last of the
Whampoa Breed: Stories of the Chinese Diaspora (Modern Chinese Literature from Taiwan) suitable to you?
The particular book was written by well known writer in this era. Often the book untitled The Last of the
Whampoa Breed: Stories of the Chinese Diaspora (Modern Chinese Literature from Taiwan)is a single of
several books which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired lots of people in the world. When
you read this book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know ahead of. The author explained
their idea in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to know the core of this reserve. This book will
give you a lot of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this book.

Marcos Hawkins:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with their story



as well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them is this The
Last of the Whampoa Breed: Stories of the Chinese Diaspora (Modern Chinese Literature from Taiwan).
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