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Scotland's past is too often seen through a film of myths and misconceptions. In this Very Short Introduction,
Rab Houston explores the key themes from more than 1,000 years of Scotland's very real and very
fascinating history. Covering everything from the Jacobites to devolution to the modern economy, this
concise account presents a fully-integrated picture of Scottish society, culture, politics and religion. Houston
examines a range of important subjects, including how an independent Scottish nation emerged in the Middle
Ages, how it was irrevocably altered by Reformation, how links with England and economic change have
affected Scotland, and how Scotland has in turn influenced the development of the modern world. The book
shows as well why Scotland's history has made it distinct from England, both before and after Union, and
why it has today arrived at a political, social and cultural watershed. Authoritative, lucid, and ranging widely
over issues of environment, people, and identity, this is Scotland's story without myths: an ideal introduction
for those interested in the Scots, but also a balanced yet refreshing challenge to those who already feel at
home in Scotland past and present.

About the Series: Combining authority with wit, accessibility, and style, Very Short Introductions offer an
introduction to some of life's most interesting topics. Written by experts for the newcomer, they demonstrate
the finest contemporary thinking about the central problems and issues in hundreds of key topics, from
philosophy to Freud, quantum theory to Islam.
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From reader reviews:

James Alvarez:

The ability that you get from Scotland: A Very Short Introduction could be the more deep you rooting the
information that hide within the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to understand but Scotland: A Very Short Introduction giving you enjoyment feeling of reading.
The copy writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by anyone who read it because
the author of this reserve is well-known enough. That book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. It
is therefore easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
propose you for having this kind of Scotland: A Very Short Introduction instantly.

Kim Marshall:

You could spend your free time to read this book this guide. This Scotland: A Very Short Introduction is
simple to bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not
include much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you easier to
read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when one buys this book.

Joel Barnhardt:

You can obtain this Scotland: A Very Short Introduction by look at the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or
reviewing it might to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are
various. Not only through written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In
the modern era like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right
now, choose your current ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange
yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Shawn Calvin:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
know that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by book. Amount types of
books that can you take to be your object. One of them are these claims Scotland: A Very Short Introduction.
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