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Anthony Powell’s universally acclaimed epic A Dance to the Music of Time offers a matchless panorama of
twentieth-century London. Now, for the first time in decades, readers in the United States can read the books
of Dance as they were originally published—as twelve individual novels—but with a twenty-first-century
twist: they’re available only as e-books.

A Question of Upbringing (1951) introduces us to the young Nick Jenkins and his housemates at boarding
school in the years just after World War I. Boyhood pranks and visits from relatives bring to life the
amusements and longueurs of schooldays even as they reveal characters and traits that will follow Jenkins
and his friends through adolescence and beyond: Peter Templer, a rich, passionate womanizer; Charles
Stringham, aristocratic and louche; and Kenneth Widmerpool, awkward and unhappy, yet strikingly
ambitious. By the end of the novel, Jenkins has finished university and is setting out on a life in London; old
ties are fraying, new ones are forming, and the first steps of the dance are well underway.

"Anthony Powell is the best living English novelist by far. His admirers are addicts, let us face it, held in
thrall by a magician."—Chicago Tribune

"A book which creates a world and explores it in depth, which ponders changing relationships and values,
which creates brilliantly living and diverse characters and then watches them grow and change in their
milieu. . . . Powell's world is as large and as complex as Proust's."—Elizabeth Janeway, New York Times

"One of the most important works of fiction since the Second World War. . . . The novel looked, as it began,
something like a comedy of manners; then, for a while, like a tragedy of manners; now like a vastly
entertaining, deeply melancholy, yet somehow courageous statement about human experience."—Naomi
Bliven, New Yorker

 

“The most brilliant and penetrating novelist we have.”—Kingsley Amis



“There is no other work in the annals of European fiction that attempts meticulously to recreate half a
century of history, decade by decade, with anything like the emotional precision or details of Powell’s twelve
volumes. Neither Balzac’s panorama of the Restoration, nor Zola’s chronicles of the Second Empire, nor
Proust’s reveries in the Belle Epoque can match a comparable span of time, an attention to variations within
it, or a compositional intricacy capable of uniting them into a single narrative. . . . The elegance of this
artifice was only compatible with comedy.”—Perry Anderson
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Woods:

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have
spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time? What did you do?
Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question simply because just their can do in
which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on
kindergarten until university need that A Question of Upbringing: Book 1 of A Dance to the Music of Time
to read.

Allison Phelps:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider while those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you
receive the unstable resource then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage
for you. All those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take A Question of Upbringing: Book 1
of A Dance to the Music of Time as the daily resource information.

Joseph Yancey:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find publication
that need more time to be study. A Question of Upbringing: Book 1 of A Dance to the Music of Time can be
your answer as it can be read by you who have those short time problems.

John Stevenson:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we
know those publications have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to
around the world. From the book A Question of Upbringing: Book 1 of A Dance to the Music of Time we
can have more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? For being creative person must want to read a
book. Simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life
with that book A Question of Upbringing: Book 1 of A Dance to the Music of Time. You can more desirable
than now.
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