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"With this profound and magnificent book, drawing on his deep reservoir of thought and expertise in the
humanities, James MacGregor Burns takes us into the fire's center. As a 21st-century philosopher, he brings
to vivid life the incandescent personalities and ideas that embody the best in Western civilization and shows
us how understanding them is essential for anyone who would seek to decipher the complex problems and
potentialities of the world we will live in tomorrow." --Michael Beschloss, New York Times bestselling
author of Presidential Courage: Brave Leaders and How They Changed America, 1789-1989

"James MacGregor Burns is a national treasure, and Fire and Light is the elegiac capstone to a career
devoted to understanding the seminal ideas that made America - for better and for worse - what it is." --
Joseph J. Ellis, Pulitzer Prize and National Book Award winning author Revolutionary Summer

Pulitzer Prize-winning and bestselling historian James MacGregor Burns explores the most daring and
transformational intellectual movement in history, the European and American Enlightenment

In this engaging, provocative history, James MacGregor Burns brilliantly illuminates the two-hundred-year
conflagration of the Enlightenment, when audacious questions and astonishing ideas tore across Europe and
the New World, transforming thought, overturning governments, and inspiring visionary political
experiments. Fire and Light brings to vivid life the galaxy of revolutionary leaders of thought and action
who, armed with a new sense of human possibility, driven by a hunger for change, created the modern world.
Burns discovers the origins of a distinctive American Enlightenment in men like the Founding Fathers
Benjamin Franklin, John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, and James Madison, and their early encounters with
incendiary European ideas about liberty and equality. It was these thinker-activists who framed the United
States as a grand and continuing experiment in Enlightenment principles.

Today the same questions Enlightenment thinkers grappled with have taken on new urgency around the
world: in the turmoil of the Arab Spring, in the former Soviet Union, and China, as well as in the United
States itself. What should a nation be? What should citizens expect from their government? Who should lead
and how can leadership be made both effective and accountable? What is happiness, and what can the state
contribute to it? Burns's exploration of the ideals and arguments that formed the bedrock of our modern
world shines a new light on these ever-important questions.
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From reader reviews:

Brenda Evans:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Fire and Light: How the Enlightenment Transformed Our World book is
readable simply by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for
enjoyable reading through experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to give to
you. The writer connected with Fire and Light: How the Enlightenment Transformed Our World content
conveys the idea easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
written content but it just different by means of it. So , do you even now thinking Fire and Light: How the
Enlightenment Transformed Our World is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

David Byrd:

The actual book Fire and Light: How the Enlightenment Transformed Our World will bring someone to the
new experience of reading a book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. When you try to find
new book to see, this book very acceptable to you. The book Fire and Light: How the Enlightenment
Transformed Our World is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book through the
official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Ann Goddard:

The book untitled Fire and Light: How the Enlightenment Transformed Our World contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains your ex idea with easy approach. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read this. The book was authored
by famous author. The author gives you in the new era of literary works. You can actually read this book
because you can read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime.
If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice read.

Maria Green:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book Fire and Light: How the Enlightenment Transformed Our
World was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Fire and Light: How the
Enlightenment Transformed Our World has many kinds or style. Start from kids until youngsters. For
example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think you are the character on there.
Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try
to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading which.
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