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In both the literal and metaphorical senses, it seemed as if 1970s America was running out of gas. The
decade not only witnessed long lines at gas stations but a citizenry that had grown weary and disillusioned.
High unemployment, runaway inflation, and the energy crisis, caused in part by U.S. dependence on Arab
oil, characterized an increasingly bleak economic situation.

As Edward D. Berkowitz demonstrates, the end of the postwar economic boom, Watergate, and defeat in
Vietnam led to an unraveling of the national consensus. During the decade, ideas about the United States,
how it should be governed, and how its economy should be managed changed dramatically. Berkowitz
argues that the postwar faith in sweeping social programs and a global U.S. mission was replaced by a more
skeptical attitude about government's ability to positively affect society.

From Woody Allen to Watergate, from the decline of the steel industry to the rise of Bill Gates, and from
Saturday Night Fever to the Sunday morning fervor of evangelical preachers, Berkowitz captures the history,
tone, and spirit of the seventies. He explores the decade's major political events and movements, including
the rise and fall of détente, congressional reform, changes in healthcare policies, and the hostage crisis in
Iran. The seventies also gave birth to several social movements and the "rights revolution," in which women,
gays and lesbians, and people with disabilities all successfully fought for greater legal and social recognition.
At the same time, reaction to these social movements as well as the issue of abortion introduced a new facet
into American political life-the rise of powerful, politically conservative religious organizations and activists.

Berkowitz also considers important shifts in American popular culture, recounting the creative renaissance in
American film as well as the birth of the Hollywood blockbuster. He discusses how television programs such
as All in the Family and Charlie's Angels offered Americans both a reflection of and an escape from the
problems gripping the country.
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From reader reviews:

Maribel Davenport:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of numerous ways
to share the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Something Happened: A Political and Cultural Overview of the Seventies, you are able to tells your family,
friends and also soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a
guide.

David Barr:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking Something Happened: A
Political and Cultural Overview of the Seventies that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by
means of reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the means for people to know
world far better then how they react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading addiction only
for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all you who
want to start reading as your good habit, you are able to pick Something Happened: A Political and Cultural
Overview of the Seventies become your own starter.

Brenda Wright:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually Something Happened: A Political and Cultural Overview of
the Seventies why because the amazing cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint
you actually. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will
directly guide you to pick up this book.

Glenda Rogers:

Beside that Something Happened: A Political and Cultural Overview of the Seventies in your phone, it might
give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you
might got here is fresh from your oven so don't be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow
commune. It is good thing to have Something Happened: A Political and Cultural Overview of the Seventies
because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you often have book but you do not get



what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable
arrangement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss
that? Find this book and also read it from today!
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