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The clarinetist Rebecca Rischin has written a captivating book. . . . Her research dispels several long-
cherished myths about the 1941 premiere. . . . Rischin lovingly brings to life the other musicians-Etienne
Pasquier, cellist; Henri Akoka, clarinetist; and Jean Le Boulaire, violinist-who played with Messiaen, the
pianist at the premiere."-Alex Ross, The New Y orker "This book offers awealth of new information about
the circumstances under which the Quartet was created. Based on original interviews with the performers,
witnesses to the premiere, and documents from the prison camp, this first comprehensive history of the
Quartet's composition and premiere held my interest from beginning to end. . . . For the End of Time touches
on many things: faith, friendship, creativity, gracein atime of despair, and the uncommon human alliances
that wartime engenders.”-Arnold Steinhardt, Chamber Music"The clarification of the order of composition of
the movements s just one of the minor but cumulatively significant ways in which Rischin modifies the
widely accepted account of the events at Stalag VIl A. . .. For the End of Timeis athorough and readable
piece of investigative journalism that clarifies some important points about the Quartet's genesis."-Michael
Downes, Times Literary Supplement The premiere of Olivier Messiaen's Quartet for the End of Time on
January 15, 1941, has been called one of the great stories of twentieth-century music. Composed while
Messiaen (1908-1992) was imprisoned by the Nazisin Stalag V111 A, the work was performed under the
most trying of circumstances: the temperature, inferior instruments, and the general conditions of lifein a
POW camp.Based on testimonies by the musicians and their families, witnesses to the premiere, former
prisoners, and on documents from Stalag V111 A, For the End of Time examines the eventsthat led to the
Quartet's composition, the composer's interpretive preferences, and the musicians' problems in execution and
how they affected the premiere and subsequent performances. Rebecca Rischin explores the musicians life
in the prison camp, their relationships with each other and with the German camp officials, and their
intriguing fortunes before and after the momentous premiere. This paperback edition features supplementary
texts and information previously unavailable to the author about the Quartet's premiere, Vichy and the
composer, the Paris premiere, arecording featuring Messiaen as performer, and an updated bibliography and
discography.
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From reader reviews:

Darrin Russall:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guysthiskind of aren't like that. This For the End of Time: The Story of the Messiaen Quartet book is
readabl e through you who hate those perfect word style. Y ou will find the information here are arrange for
enjoyable reading through experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to provide to
you. The writer of For the End of Time: The Story of the Messiaen Quartet content conveys objective easily
to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different
in the form of it. So, do you continue to thinking For the End of Time: The Story of the Messiaen Quartet is
not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

John Bergeron:

This book untitled For the End of Time: The Story of the Messiaen Quartet to be one of several books that
best seller in this year, here is because when you read this e-book you can get alot of benefit onit. Y ou will
easily to buy this book in the book store or you can order it viaonline. The publisher in this book sellsthe e-
book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there
iS no reason to you to past this publication from your list.

Daniel Scott:

Reading a book being new life stylein this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get awide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has alot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as
well as soon. The For the End of Time: The Story of the Messiaen Quartet will give you new experiencein
studying a book.

William Vong:

This For the End of Time: The Story of the Messiaen Quartet is brand new way for you who hasinterest to
look for someinformation sinceit relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge
more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in reading this For the End of Time: The Story of
the Messiaen Quartet can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this specific
book is easy to get through anyone. These books develop itself in the form which can be reachable by
anyone, sure | mean in the e-book type. People who think that in publication form make them feel drowsy
even dizzy this book isthe answer. So there is no in reading a publication especially this one. Y ou can find
actually looking for. It should be here for anindividual. So , don't missit! Just read this e-book style for your
better life and also knowledge.
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