
Public Vows: A History of Marriage and the
Nation
Nancy F. Cott

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0674008758
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0674008758
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0674008758


Public Vows: A History of Marriage and the Nation

Nancy F. Cott

Public Vows: A History of Marriage and the Nation Nancy F. Cott

We commonly think of marriage as a private matter between two people, a personal expression of love and
commitment. In this pioneering history, Nancy F. Cott demonstrates that marriage is and always has been a
public institution.

From the founding of the United States to the present day, imperatives about the necessity of marriage and its
proper form have been deeply embedded in national policy, law, and political rhetoric. Legislators and
judges have envisioned and enforced their preferred model of consensual, lifelong monogamy--a model
derived from Christian tenets and the English common law that posits the husband as provider and the wife
as dependent.In early confrontations with Native Americans, emancipated slaves, Mormon polygamists, and
immigrant spouses, through the invention of the New Deal, federal income tax, and welfare programs, the
federal government consistently influenced the shape of marriages. And even the immense social and legal
changes of the last third of the twentieth century have not unraveled official reliance on marriage as a "pillar
of the state."

By excluding some kinds of marriages and encouraging others, marital policies have helped to sculpt the
nation's citizenry, as well as its moral and social standards, and have directly affected national
understandings of gender roles and racial difference. Public Vows is a panoramic view of marriage's political
history, revealing the national government's profound role in our most private of choices. No one who reads
this book will think of marriage in the same way again.
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From reader reviews:

Amber Orlowski:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed Public Vows:
A History of Marriage and the Nation? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You recognize beside you can
spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it has the
opinion or you have different opinion?

David Hernandez:

The feeling that you get from Public Vows: A History of Marriage and the Nation could be the more deep
you digging the information that hide inside the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Public Vows: A History of Marriage and the Nation giving
you excitement feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in specific way that can be
understood by simply anyone who read it because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This
specific book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go
along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having that Public Vows: A
History of Marriage and the Nation instantly.

Joy Hutchinson:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Public Vows: A History of Marriage and
the Nation e-book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which might be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
creating skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still doubt Public Vows: A History of
Marriage and the Nation as good book not simply by the cover but also from the content. This is one e-book
that can break don't evaluate book by its handle, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick that!?
Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Patricia Gagliano:

This Public Vows: A History of Marriage and the Nation is great publication for you because the content that
is certainly full of information for you who always deal with world and possess to make decision every
minute. This kind of book reveal it data accurately using great coordinate word or we can declare no
rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't
mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with beautiful delivering
sentences. Having Public Vows: A History of Marriage and the Nation in your hand like finding the world in
your arm, information in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no book that offer you world within ten
or fifteen moment right but this book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. hectic
do you still doubt that will?
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