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World War I has passed from living memory into the history books, receding far enough into the distance to
provide a genealogical challenge. In order to reconstruct the lives and locate the records of those who served,
fought, volunteered, or were conscripted, we must rely on a vast but relatively unknown body of resources.
Counting all combatants, the number of men who served in the Great War runs into the millions; needless to
say, finding records on them in the two dozen countries that participated in the war is a daunting and
laborious task--now made infinitely simpler with the publication of this magnificent guide to WWI service
records. The only book of its kind, this ambitious effort to catalogue service records and related sources is
international in scope, covering the soldiers of all countries participating in the war, from Britain, Germany,
and France, to Russia, Canada, and the U.S.; and from India, Australia, and Japan, to South Africa and
Brazil! This is a key to a motherlode of genealogical data and should grow in value as our need for WWI-era
information increases. Right now it represents a whole new path in genealogical research, with fresh
possibilities and discoveries at every turn. The first part of the book is designed to provide background on the
organization of the military in 1914, the order of battle, how to use the records, and a general time-line of
events, focusing on 1914 to 1918. The second part concentrates on the combatants, describing each country's
armed forces, conscription history, and its military and naval records, and, to the greatest extent possible,
their location. (Records that have been microfilmed and are available worldwide through the Family History
Library System of the LDS Church are identified by roll number.) The third part of the book describes
casualty lists and POW records, and provides a table showing changes in place names, while the final section
of the book, an appendix, contains a glossary of abbreviations, Internet addresses, and a select bibliography
of books in English. The disposition of personnel files varies from country to country, depending on privacy
laws and archival practices. In some cases documents are held by a military archive, in others by a national
repository. In a few cases, such as Great Britain, service files are in the process of being transferred from one
agency to another. Whatever their disposition--and it is an important aim of this book to identify their
disposition--the records covered here fall under the following headings: draft records, personnel papers, unit
records, embarkation lists, death records and casualty reports, military parish registers, regimental returns,
medal lists, entitlement lists, hospital registers, pension records, and diaries. A particularly useful section of
the book, "Research Tips," describes the general organization of military records, the organization of those
records in specific countries, and the condition and comprehensiveness of the records. With help from
dozens of individuals and institutions throughout the world, in particular from libraries such as the Army
Pentagon Library, the Navy Department Library, the Library of Congress, the Family History Library, the
Hoover Institute (Stanford University), the Public Record Office (England), and the national archives of at
least a dozen countries, the author has managed to compile a guide to WWI service records that is not only
unique but totally comprehensive. She has taken a mountain of material and cut it down to size, transforming
an unwieldy body of sources into a streamlined archive. Her pioneering efforts will save researchers untold
hours of toil, adding limbs to family trees and providing opportunities for further research.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Rodrigues:

This The Great War. A Guide to the Service Records of All the World's Fighting Men and Volunteers.
[World War I] book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit
you obtain by reading this book is information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get details
which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This The Great War. A Guide to the
Service Records of All the World's Fighting Men and Volunteers. [World War I] without we realize teach the
one who studying it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't always be worry The Great War.
A Guide to the Service Records of All the World's Fighting Men and Volunteers. [World War I] can bring if
you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in your lovely
laptop even phone. This The Great War. A Guide to the Service Records of All the World's Fighting Men
and Volunteers. [World War I] having very good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not
sense uninterested in reading.

Richard Kitterman:

Exactly why? Because this The Great War. A Guide to the Service Records of All the World's Fighting Men
and Volunteers. [World War I] is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to
snap this but latter it will surprise you with the secret it inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic
author who all write the book in such remarkable way makes the content on the inside easier to understand,
entertaining method but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this
anymore or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have
such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hesitate
having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Donna Gamble:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Great War. A Guide to the Service
Records of All the World's Fighting Men and Volunteers. [World War I] book written by well-known writer
who really knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written
throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your
personal hunger then you still question The Great War. A Guide to the Service Records of All the World's
Fighting Men and Volunteers. [World War I] as good book not only by the cover but also through the
content. This is one publication that can break don't judge book by its protect, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so
why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Virginia Laird:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make



professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper,
book, and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended for your requirements is The Great War. A Guide to the Service Records of All the World's
Fighting Men and Volunteers. [World War I] this publication consist a lot of the information from the
condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The
dialect styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some
research when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book appropriate all of you.
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