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How do rituals work? Although this is one of the first questions that people everywhere ask about rituals,
little has been written explicitly on the topic. In The Problem of Ritual Efficacy, nine scholars address this
issue, ranging across the fields of history, anthropology, medicine, and biblical studies. For "modern" people,
the very notion of ritual efficacy is suspicious because rituals are widely thought of as merely symbolic or
expressive, so that - by definition - they cannot be efficacious. Nevertheless people in many cultures assume
that rituals do indeed "work", and when we take a closer look at who makes claims for ritual efficacy (and
who disputes such claims), we learn a great deal about the social and historical contexts of such debates.
Moving from the pre-modern era-in which the notion of ritual efficacy was not particularly controversial-into
the skeptical present, the authors address a set of debates between positivists, natural scientists, and religious
skeptics on the one side, and interpretive social scientists, phenomenologists, and religious believers on the
other. Some contributors advance a particular theory of ritual efficacy while others ask whether the question
makes any sense at all. This path-breaking interdisciplinary collection will be of interest to readers in
anthropology, history, religious studies, humanities and the social sciences broadly defined, and makes an
important contribution to the larger conversation about what ritual does and why it matters to think about
such things.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Metcalf:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Problem of Ritual
Efficacy (Oxford Ritual Studies) book as this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the info
in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Melinda Anderson:

The publication with title The Problem of Ritual Efficacy (Oxford Ritual Studies) posesses a lot of
information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This kind of book exist
new knowledge the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world at this point.
That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you inside new
era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the idea
anywhere you want.

Valerie Herrera:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find book that need more time to be
go through. The Problem of Ritual Efficacy (Oxford Ritual Studies) can be your answer because it can be
read by you who have those short spare time problems.

Norman Fuentes:

This The Problem of Ritual Efficacy (Oxford Ritual Studies) is fresh way for you who has intense curiosity
to look for some information as it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you on it getting
knowledge more you know or you who still having small amount of digest in reading this The Problem of
Ritual Efficacy (Oxford Ritual Studies) can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this
kind of book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books develop itself in the form which can be reachable
by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel tired
even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is not any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book style for your
better life and knowledge.
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