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When westward expansion began in the early nineteenth century, the Jewish population of the United States
was only 2,500. As Jewish immigration surged over the century between 1820 and 1920, Jews began to find
homes in the Ohio River Valley. In Jewish Communities on the Ohio River, Amy Hill Shevitz chronicles the
settlement and evolution of Jewish communities in small towns on both banks of the river?towns such as
East Liverpool and Portsmouth, Ohio, Wheeling, West Virginia, and Madison, Indiana. Though not large,
these communities influenced American culture and history by helping to develop the Ohio River Valley
while transforming Judaism into an American way of life. The Jewish experience and the regional
experience reflected and reinforced each other. Jews shared regional consciousness and pride with their
Gentile neighbors. The antebellum Ohio River Valley's identity as a cradle of bourgeois America fit very
well with the middle-class aspirations and achievements of German Jewish immigrants in particular. In these
small towns, Jewish citizens created networks of businesses and families that were part of a distinctive
middle-class culture. As a minority group with a vital role in each community, Ohio Valley Jews fostered
religious pluralism as their contributions to local culture, economy, and civic life countered the antisemitic
sentiments of the period. Jewish Communities on the Ohio River offers enlightening case studies of the
associations between Jewish communities in the big cities of the region, especially Cincinnati and Pittsburgh,
and the smaller river towns that shared an optimism about the Jewish future in America. Jews in these
communities participated enthusiastically in ongoing dialogues concerning religious reform and unity,
playing a crucial role in the development of American Judaism. The history of the Ohio River Valley
includes the stories of German and East European Jewish immigrants in America, of the emergence of
American Reform Judaism and the adaptation of tradition, and of small-town American Jewish culture.
While relating specifically to the diversity of the Ohio River Valley, the stories of these towns illustrate
themes that are central to the larger experience of Jews in America.
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From reader reviews:

Julie Gailey:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
extra time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question due to
the fact just their can do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on guardería until university need this Jewish Communities on the Ohio
River: A History (Ohio River Valley Series) to read.

James Murray:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider when those
information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which one works to
believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then you obtain
it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not happen
within you if you take Jewish Communities on the Ohio River: A History (Ohio River Valley Series) as your
daily resource information.

Mellisa Holden:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Jewish Communities on the Ohio River:
A History (Ohio River Valley Series) e-book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to
make book which can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for
you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still
uncertainty Jewish Communities on the Ohio River: A History (Ohio River Valley Series) as good book not
only by the cover but also by content. This is one guide that can break don't ascertain book by its cover, so
do you still needing another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already
told you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Jackie Armstrong:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those ebooks
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. With
the book Jewish Communities on the Ohio River: A History (Ohio River Valley Series) we can take more
advantage. Don't one to be creative people? For being creative person must love to read a book. Merely
choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with this book Jewish
Communities on the Ohio River: A History (Ohio River Valley Series). You can more attractive than now.
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