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The Victorian novel acquired greater cultural centrality just as the authority of the scriptures and of
traditional religious teaching seemed to be declining. Did the novel supplant the Bible? The novelists often
adopted or participated in a broadly progressive narrative of social change which can be seen as a secular
replacement for the theological narrative of "salvation history" and the waning authority of biblical narrative.
Victorian fiction seems in some ways to enact the process of secularization. But contemporary religious
resurgence in various parts of the world and postmodern scepticism about grand narratives have challenged
and complicated the conventional view of secularization as an irreversible process, an inevitable
"disenchantment of the world" which is an aspect and function of the grand narrative of modernization. Such
developments raise new questions about apparently post-Christian Victorian fiction.

In our increasingly secular society novel-reading is now more popular than Bible-reading. Serious novels are
often taken more seriously than scripture. Norman Vance looks at how this may have come about as an
introduction to four best-selling late-Victorian novelists: George Eliot, Thomas Hardy, Mary Ward and Rider
Haggard. Does the novel in their hands take the place of the Bible? Can apparently secular novels still have
religious significance? Can they make new imaginative sense of some of the religious and moral themes and
experiences to be found in the Bible? Do Eliot and her successors anticipate some of the insights of modern
theology and contemporary investigations of religious experience? Do they call in question long-standing
rumours of the death of God and the triumph of the secular?

Bible and Novel develops a new context for reading later Victorian fiction, using it to illuminate the
increasingly perplexed and confusing issue of 'secularization' and recent negotiations of the 'post-secular'.
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From reader reviews:

Mary McKay:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will probably
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Bible and Novel: Narrative Authority and
the Death of God is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves
what you want and want in this era.

Clarence Hamm:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
the information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always
try to improve their talent in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them
is this Bible and Novel: Narrative Authority and the Death of God.

Lou Marshall:

The reason? Because this Bible and Novel: Narrative Authority and the Death of God is an unordinary book
that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you with the secret that
inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such amazing way
makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning fully. So ,
it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This excellent book will
give you a lot of gains than the other book get such as help improving your expertise and your critical
thinking way. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I had been you I will go to the publication store
hurriedly.

Mary Wright:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific Bible and Novel: Narrative Authority
and the Death of God can give you a lot of pals because by you taking a look at this one book you have issue
that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one
step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't know, by
knowing more than additional make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We need to have
Bible and Novel: Narrative Authority and the Death of God.
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