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Marian Anderson was a woman with two disparate voices. The first - a powerful, majestic contralto spanning
four octaves - catapulted her from Philadelphia poverty to international fame. A second, softer voice
emanated from her mere presence: an unwavering refrain of opportunity and accomplishment in the face of
racial prejudice. Anderson was born in 1897 to parents who made the long journey north from Virginia to
escape the clutches of Jim Crow. Her musical genius was apparent from an early age, but even tremendous
community and familial support could not shield her from the blows of economic hardship and bigotry she
encountered in her early performing days. Anderson first garnered major acclaim while studying in London
and Berlin. Her breakthrough in America commenced when impresario Sol Hurok took her under his wing,
and her broad repertoire included Bach and Handel, spirituals, German lieder, French melodies, and the art
songs of Scandinavian, Russian, and Spanish composers. In 1955, she became the first African-American to
perform at the Metropolitan Opera. Since she was more comfortable as artist than activist, Anderson's
intense privacy and devotion to her work distanced her from direct roles in the civil rights movement, but she
remained a symbol of possibility throughout her career. Famously, Eleanor Roosevelt resigned from the
Daughters of the American Revolution when the organization refused to let Anderson perform at
Constitution Hall. Images of Anderson singing at the 1939 Easter concert, subsequently moved to the
Lincoln Memorial, established her immediately as an icon in the struggle against discrimination. From
meetings with Anderson before her death in 1993, as well as interviews, reviews, and early coverage in the
black press, and personal diaries and letters, Allan Keiler has assembled a massive and magnificent study of
Anderson's life. This first paperback edition features separate appendices for Anderson's repertory and
discography, and thirty-two photographs of the singer's incredible life and career.
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From reader reviews:

Lana Alvis:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't need do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Marian Anderson: A
SINGER'S JOURNEY (Music in American Life). All type of book are you able to see on many resources.
You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Jeffery Herring:

Here thing why this Marian Anderson: A SINGER'S JOURNEY (Music in American Life) are different and
trusted to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content from it
which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Marian Anderson: A SINGER'S JOURNEY (Music in
American Life) giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any reserve out there but
there is no guide that similar with Marian Anderson: A SINGER'S JOURNEY (Music in American Life). It
gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your eyes about the thing which happened in the world
which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in recreation area,
café, or even in your means home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the branded book
maybe the form of Marian Anderson: A SINGER'S JOURNEY (Music in American Life) in e-book can be
your choice.

Selma Lang:

The book untitled Marian Anderson: A SINGER'S JOURNEY (Music in American Life) contain a lot of
information on the idea. The writer explains her idea with easy technique. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written by
famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of time of literary works. It is possible to read
this book because you can read more your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book inside anywhere
and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and also
order it. Have a nice study.

Franklin Crossland:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real
their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's



country. Therefore this Marian Anderson: A SINGER'S JOURNEY (Music in American Life) can make you
experience more interested to read.
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