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The cultural Cold War in Latin America was waged as a war of values--artistic freedom versus
communitarianism, Western values versus national cultures, the autonomy of art versus a commitment to
liberation struggles--and at a time when the prestige of literature had never been higher. The projects of the
historic avant-garde were revitalized by an anti-capitalist ethos and envisaged as the opposite of the
republican state. The Decline and Fall of the Lettered City charts the conflicting universals of this period, the
clash between avant-garde and political vanguard. This was also a twilight of literature at the threshold of the
great cultural revolution of the seventies and eighties, a revolution to which the Cold War indirectly
contributed. In the eighties, civil war and military rule, together with the rapid development of mass culture
and communication empires, changed the political and cultural map.

A long-awaited work by an eminent Latin Americanist widely read throughout the world, this book will
prove indispensable to anyone hoping to understand Latin American literature and society. Jean Franco
guides the reader across minefields of cultural debate and histories of highly polarized struggle. Focusing on
literary texts by García Marquez, Vargas Llosa, Roa Bastos, and Juan Carlos Onetti, conducting us through
this contested history with the authority of an eyewitness, Franco gives us an engaging overview as involving
as it is moving.
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From reader reviews:

Arthur West:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a go walking,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book titled The Decline and Fall of the
Lettered City: Latin America in the Cold War (Convergences: Inventories of the Present)? Maybe it is to be
best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can
wiser than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have different opinion?

Norris Patterson:

The book The Decline and Fall of the Lettered City: Latin America in the Cold War (Convergences:
Inventories of the Present) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your
capable more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem
with the subject. If you can make looking at a book The Decline and Fall of the Lettered City: Latin America
in the Cold War (Convergences: Inventories of the Present) to get your habit, you can get a lot more
advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You
can know everything if you like open and read a e-book The Decline and Fall of the Lettered City: Latin
America in the Cold War (Convergences: Inventories of the Present). Kinds of book are several. It means
that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this book?

Jose Rosales:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different
to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
try look for book, may be the book untitled The Decline and Fall of the Lettered City: Latin America in the
Cold War (Convergences: Inventories of the Present) can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best
activity to you.

Suzanne Cicero:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Decline and Fall of the Lettered City:
Latin America in the Cold War (Convergences: Inventories of the Present) can be the reply, oh how comes?
It's a book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is
common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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