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Maya Angelou's autobiography I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings was nominated for a National Book
Award, yet in 1995 it topped the list of books most frequently challenged in schools and libraries. This
interdisciplinary collection of documents and commentary explores the historical and social context, as well
as the contemporary issues and controversies raised by Angelou's autobiography. A rich resource for teachers
and students, it will help to enhance the reader's understanding of the historical and social forces that shaped
Maya Angelou's experience?race relations in the pre-civil rights South, segregated schools, the African
American church, and the African American family. It also examines the issue of childhood sexual abuse, the
inclusion of which has been the basis of most of the challenges to the autobiography, and the issue of the
work's censorship since its publication.

This rich resource begins with a literary analysis of the structure and dramatic elements of Angelou's
autobiography, as well as discussion of the genre of autobiography. Subsequent chapters include
introductions and documents that provide insight into the topics of race relations, lynchings, and racial
etiquette; the education of African Americans in the South in the 1930s (particularly county training schools
like the one Angelou attended); the otherworldliness, emotion, and music of the African American church;
African American women as nurturers, and the effect of frequent migration on children such as Angelou;
information from the National Center on Child Abuse and Neglect which puts the sexual abuse Angelou
experiences in a broader context; and many news stories regarding censorship attempts on I Know Why the
Caged Bird Sings. Documents in the work include newspaper articles, interviews and first-person narratives,
government documents, excerpts from books and journals, and legal statutes. Study questions, ideas for
project topics, and suggested readings conclude each chapter and further enhance the usefulness of this
interdisciplinary research tool for students and teachers.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffery Bruce:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Understanding I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings: A Student
Casebook to Issues, Sources, and Historical Documents (The Greenwood Press "Literature in Context"
Series). Try to the actual book Understanding I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings: A Student Casebook to
Issues, Sources, and Historical Documents (The Greenwood Press "Literature in Context" Series) as your
good friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that course make you
smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you much more
confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let's make new experience and also
knowledge with this book.

Janice Wilham:

In other case, little people like to read book Understanding I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings: A Student
Casebook to Issues, Sources, and Historical Documents (The Greenwood Press "Literature in Context"
Series). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we know about how is
important a book Understanding I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings: A Student Casebook to Issues, Sources,
and Historical Documents (The Greenwood Press "Literature in Context" Series). You can add understanding
and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can
learn everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple thing until
wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe searching by internet device. It
is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's examine.

David Hosford:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Understanding I Know Why the Caged Bird
Sings: A Student Casebook to Issues, Sources, and Historical Documents (The Greenwood Press "Literature
in Context" Series), you may enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What
kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its
identified as reading friends.

Wayne Hankinson:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just



watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It
okay you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Understanding I
Know Why the Caged Bird Sings: A Student Casebook to Issues, Sources, and Historical Documents (The
Greenwood Press "Literature in Context" Series) which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out
this book? Let's view.
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