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Van Halen are known for classic songs like “Runnin’ with the Devil,” "Panama,” and “Jump,” but also for
the drama surrounding the exits of its former members. While many have attempted to discover the secrets of
Van Halen through an analysis of their musical role models, John Scanlan looks at deeper aesthetic and
philosophical influences in Van Halen, a groundbreaking account of this extraordinary band.

Following the band’s pursuit of the art of artlessness, Scanlan describes how they characterize what historian
Kevin Starr terms “Zen California”—a state of mind and way of being that above all celebrates the now, and
in rock and roll terms refers to the unregulated expenditure of energy and youthful exuberance destined to
extinguish itself. Scanlan sheds light on key events and influences—the decaying of Hollywood in the 1970s;
Ted Templeman’s work as a producer at Sunset Sound Studios; Top Jimmy, a blues rock singer who
performed at the Zero Zero club; and the building of Eddie Van Halen’s Hollywood Hills studio in
1983—that show how 1970s California was the only time and place that Van Halen could have emerged.
Along the way, Scanlan also explores the relationship between David Lee Roth and Eddie Van Halen, the
climate of Southern California and its relation to a sense of cultural exuberance, the echoes of Beat aesthetics
in David Lee Roth’s attitude to time, Eddie Van Halen’s bebop sensibility, and the real roots of the so-called
“Brown” sound.
 
An illuminating look at a classic rock group and the cultural moment in which they came of age, Van Halen
is a book for fans of the band and the history of rock and roll.
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From reader reviews:

Vincent Baker:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book Van Halen: Exuberant California, Zen Rock'n'roll
(Reverb). You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know about how is
important any book Van Halen: Exuberant California, Zen Rock'n'roll (Reverb). You can add knowledge and
of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can
learn everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple matter until
wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we are able to open a book as well as searching by internet
gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's go through.

Thomas Obrien:

The book Van Halen: Exuberant California, Zen Rock'n'roll (Reverb) can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a very important thing like a book Van
Halen: Exuberant California, Zen Rock'n'roll (Reverb)? A few of you have a different opinion about guide.
But one aim this book can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together
with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you could
share all of these. Book Van Halen: Exuberant California, Zen Rock'n'roll (Reverb) has simple shape but the
truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by start and
read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Yvette Barstow:

The actual book Van Halen: Exuberant California, Zen Rock'n'roll (Reverb) will bring one to the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. Should you try to find
new book to study, this book very suitable to you. The book Van Halen: Exuberant California, Zen
Rock'n'roll (Reverb) is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from the
official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Lisa Saxon:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the most effective book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of
searching from it. It is called of book Van Halen: Exuberant California, Zen Rock'n'roll (Reverb). You can
add your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make
an individual happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one
location to other place.
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