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We have come to admire Buddhism for being profound but accessible, as much a lifestyle as a religion. The
credit for creating Buddhism goes to the Buddha, a figure widely respected across the Western world for his
philosophical insight, his teachings of nonviolence, and his practice of meditation. But who was this Buddha,
and how did he become the Buddha we know and love today?
 
Leading historian of Buddhism Donald S. Lopez Jr. tells the story of how various idols carved in
stone—variously named Beddou, Codam, Xaca, and Fo—became the man of flesh and blood that we know
simply as the Buddha. He reveals that the positive view of the Buddha in Europe and America is rather
recent, originating a little more than a hundred and fifty years ago. For centuries, the Buddha was
condemned by Western writers as the most dangerous idol of the Orient. He was a demon, the murderer of
his mother, a purveyor of idolatry.
 
Lopez provides an engaging history of depictions of the Buddha from classical accounts and medieval stories
to the testimonies of European travelers, diplomats, soldiers, and missionaries. He shows that centuries of
hostility toward the Buddha changed dramatically in the nineteenth century, when the teachings of the
Buddha, having disappeared from India by the fourteenth century, were read by European scholars newly
proficient in Asian languages. At the same time, the traditional view of the Buddha persisted in Asia, where
he was revered as much for his supernatural powers as for his philosophical insights. From Stone to Flesh
follows the twists and turns of these Eastern and Western notions of the Buddha, leading finally to his
triumph as the founder of a world religion.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Hay:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other is
high. For you who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular From Stone to Flesh: A
Short History of the Buddha (Buddhism and Modernity) book as starter and daily reading publication. Why,
because this book is more than just a book.

Patricia Kirby:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get large
amount of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically the book you
have read is definitely From Stone to Flesh: A Short History of the Buddha (Buddhism and Modernity).

Karen Wilson:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your
mind ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can
satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that need more time to be
go through. From Stone to Flesh: A Short History of the Buddha (Buddhism and Modernity) can be your
answer mainly because it can be read by a person who have those short extra time problems.

Lou Whisenhunt:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with family
or just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It
okay you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like From Stone
to Flesh: A Short History of the Buddha (Buddhism and Modernity) which is having the e-book version. So ,
try out this book? Let's find.
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